
providing the very best we possibly can for 
our students. We have encouraged each 
other to think outside box -- and inside the 
box and all around the box -- in order to 
turn possibilities into reality. The creation of 
our enrichment program this year has been 
just that. It has been a challenge. Without an 
established budget for enrichments, we 
turned to fundraising and utilizing volunteer 
teachers. It was a huge undertaking, but 
worth it because we want the best for our 
kids.    
 
As we look toward next year, my desire is 
to continue to provide enrichment         
experiences for our students, but hopefully 
on a more permanent basis. This goal, of 
course, is dependent upon a more stable 
funding source. We are not sure what the 
end result will be for next year, but I do 
know this -- we want the most amazing 
school for our amazing students, and we will 
always work toward that goal. 
 
May you have sunny days!  
 
 
 

Jamie Richardson 
Principal 

Principal’s Letter 
 
Happy Spring Wildcat Families!  
 
As fast as the snow came and went this 
winter, our school year is quickly melting 
away. Now with spring in bloom, it is 
cause to look back at the busy year we 
have had and plan ahead for new growth.  
 
Upon reflection, I can see we have done a 
lot of great things this year, and I am 
proud of the amazing work our staff has 
done with our students. Our focus on 
literacy is showing great results. We have 
more skilled writers than ever before, 
which has also impacted our students’ 
abilities to think and communicate clearly 
in all content areas. New rigorous   
standards in math have resulted in 
marked improvement in students’ ability 
to think critically and apply mathematical 
concepts to real world problems. We 
have seen gains this year due to efforts 
on all fronts, and I am proud of our staff 
and students.    
 
As a staff, we have had many thoughtful 
conversations about the school we want 
for our students. Though past budget  
reductions have hampered our efforts, 
we are committed to our vision of 
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STUDY TABLES 

Our   Math   Department   is   providing   Study  
Tables   every   Tuesday   and   Thursday   from  
3:20  to  4  p.m.  in  the  library.  The  purpose  is  
to   provide   an   opportunity   for   students   to  
receive  addi onal  help  on  schoolwork  and  
to   complete   assignments.   An   a ernoon  
snack  is  provided.  Contact  one  of  our  math  
teachers   if  you  would   like  addi onal   infor-‐
ma on.   

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS 

THIS   YEAR’S   BATTLE   OF   THE   BOOKS   champion-‐
ship   goes   to   the   team   Entertaining   Walls   with  
members   Miriam   Johnson,   Madison   Gouge,      
Maddie  Blanchard,  and  Kaylee  Rosenbalm.   
Second   place   finish   goes   to   the   team      Book  
Ba lers   with   members   Jonathan   Sneeuwjagt,    
Jeremy   Beal,   Adrianna   Smalling-Posenjak,   and  
Rachel  Halin.  Congratula ons  to  both  teams  for  a  
well  fought  Ba le  of  the  Books.  Keep  on  reading! 



The 7th grade team has planned a field trip to the Oregon Zoo on Friday, May 23. This trip is a reward for our 
students who have honored the behavioral and academic standards of LaCreole Middle School. We are excited to 
offer this opportunity and will continue to provide you more information in the upcoming weeks. For now, here 
is what we know: 

● Admission Cost:  $4 
● T-shirt:  Final price to be determined (hopefully $6 or less) 
● Optional: Pre-paid zoo lunch $4.25 (student will have a choice of a hot dog, corn dog, or cheese sandwich 

and a bag of chips and a soda). 
● No need to send money at this time. We will let you know the final prices and plans no later than April 23. 

Also, if you are able to *chaperone we would love to have you come along!  We will likely need 25-30  
chaperones (depending on the number of students attending the event). *Chaperones need to fill out a         
background check form. Please ask the office for more information. To allow time for processing, volunteer  
paperwork needs to be turned in to the main office NO LATER THAN MAY 2.  

7TH GRADE OREGON ZOO FIELD TRIP 

2015 8TH GRADE DC TRIP 

UPCOMING DATES 

Attention all 7th Grade Parents and Students:  Registration is currently under way for our 9th annual 8th grade Washington, 
DC trip in the summer of 2015.  We are very excited to start the registration process early in an effort to bring your costs 
down.  You can get more information and register at EFExploreAmerica.com with tour numbers 1487561MC or 1487979RC. If 
you have any questions, please contact Mr. Tesch at jared.tesch@dsd2.org or Mrs. Lindemann at juliann.lindemann@dsd2.org. 

Congratulations to 8th grader Cole Rosenbalm who       
qualified to compete in the state level National Geographic 
Bee at Western Oregon University on April 4.   

April 3 - LimeBerry Night 

April 18 – Activity Night  

May 1 – LimeBerry Night 

May 13 & 14 – Science Camp (Group 1) 

May 15 & 16 – Science Camp (Group 2) 

May 23 – 7th Grade Portland Zoo Fieldtrip 

May 26 – Memorial Day (No School) 

May 30 – Activity Night 

May 30 – 8th Grade Portland Prowl Fieldtrip  

June 11 – 8th Grade Recognition 

June 12 – Last Day for Students (11:30 a.m.) 

June 13 – District Assessment Day 

STATE LEVEL NATIONAL GEO BEE 

8TH GRADE RECOGNITION CEREMONY 

FLAMINGOS! 

Keep an eye out for flamingos!  Two flocks of classic pink yard flamingos will be making their way around Dallas as part of our 
friendly annual fundraiser for the 8th grade Washington, D.C. trip.  If the flock lands in your yard, a tax-deductible donation will 
see that the flock conveniently flies to someone else’s yard of your choosing.  For more information, please contact Mr. Tesch at 
jared.tesch@dsd2.org. Thank you for your continued support of this once-in-a-lifetime experience for our students. 

The 8th Grade Recognition Ceremony for 8th graders who have a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or above will be held in the Dallas High School 
main gym Wednesday, June 11, from 6-7 p.m.  Appropriate attire for students should be “nice” school clothes. The LaCreole dress code 
is to be followed: no spaghetti straps or dresses shorter than finger-tip length, etc. While this is an exciting time of transition, we want to 
remind parents and students that it is not necessary to go to any expense to prepare for this recognition. We strongly discourage any 
extravagant fanfare as it detracts from the school focus on recognizing the academic achievement of our students. Seating is   limited, so 
we ask that only immediate family members be invited. LaCreole students who do not have siblings participating are asked not to 
attend as they can send the 8th graders off during the day as part of yearbook signing. Students not accompanied by an adult will not be 
admitted. We thank you for supporting our efforts to refocus our attention on academic achievements. If you have questions, p lease feel 
free to call the LaCreole Counseling Center at 503-623-6663. Reminder to 8th grade parents: All school fees must be paid by Friday, 
June 6, in order for your child to participate in recognition.  

8TH GRADE FORECASTING 

Forecasting for 8th graders took place on March 11.  Students should have turned in their forecasting sheets by 
Thursday, March 13.  If your student did not complete this process due to absences, please contact the Counseling 
Center at 503-623-6663.   

WILDCAT YEARBOOK 

Purchase your yearbook now for $18.   
The cost will increase to $25 on May 12. 

mailto:jared.tesch@dsd2.org
mailto:juliann.lindemann@dsd2.org
mailto:jared.tesch@dsd2.org
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Reed Larson – 6th Grade                              Nominated by Mark Hess 
 
When I am asked to nominate a student for Cat of the Month, I look for a person who best represents what we 
all are looking for in a Wildcat! I look for a student who balances academics with extra-curricular activities and is a 
great role model for the well-rounded student. This student doesn’t necessarily have to be the straight “A” student, 
but still takes his workload very seriously and is always hungry to learn. I look for a student who is a positive influ-
ence and sets the bar high for others. I look for a student who gets things done with a smile on his face.            
Reed Larson is easily my choice for January Cat of the Month for 6th grade.  

Jack Hannan – 7th Grade                              Nominated by Brandy Dickerson 
 
Jack is a positive role model in the classroom. He comes to class every day ready to learn and is always helpful 
to fellow classmates. He has shown the ability to stay focused on academic excellence, and his positive attitude 
helps to make the classroom a better learning environment for others. It is my pleasure to nominate Jack for 
January Wildcat of the Month for 7th grade. 

Molly Bucher  – 8th grade                               Nominated by Brandy Dickerson 
 
This young lady is truly a model student. She comes to class every day prepared to learn and take on new chal-
lenges. I have been very impressed with her drive for academic excellence and her willingness to help others. Her 
attitude is always positive, and she helps make the classroom a better learning environment for everyone. It is my 
pleasure to nominate Molly for January Wildcat of the Month for 8th grade. 

Kloe Totten – 8th grade                                Nominated by Mark Hess 
 
As teachers, we work extremely hard to give students a foundation to build on and to challenge students   
academically in hopes to prepare them for their futures. We reward those who are successful academically by 
placing them on honor roll and providing them with a certificate for their hard work. Sometimes we get all 
caught up on success by measuring the student only by their grades. We sometimes forget that there are other 
students who still work extremely hard, but they possess other qualities that stand out significantly. I believe 
Kloe Totten fits that model student. I have witnessed Kloe’s caring attitude for her fellow classmates, and that 
is such a wonderful quality to have. Every day she performs a random act of kindness for other students, and I 
admire that in her so much. I would like to say thanks by nominating her as Cat of the Month. 

Reeve Carter – 7th grade                              Nominated by Pamela Haerer 
 
Reeve is an excellent example of what a Cat of the Month looks like. His warm smile and cheerful attitude     
permeate every facet of Reeve’s day. He never negates an opportunity to say hello to a passing friend or remind 
them of the last time they had class together. Reeve is a bright spot in many people’s day. Thank you for being 
Respectful, Responsible, and Ready to Learn. Keep up your Wildcat ways, Reeve! 

Zoe Whitlow – 6th grade                              Nominated by Blake Shinn   
 
Zoe Whitlow consistently embodies all the qualities of the Cat of the Month.  Every day she is ready for 
class. She works diligently, follows school rules, and participates in class. She is constantly on top of her school 
work. She pays attention in class and asks questions when necessary. She does what is expected of any student. 
But when it is time to work with peers, she goes above and beyond. She constantly helps those around her. It 
does not matter next to whom she sits; Zoe patiently and compassionately helps those near her. Because of 
her readiness in class, her responsibility with her school work, and the respect she shows her peers,                
I nominate Zoe Whitlow for Cat of the Month.  

Mary Buhler – 7th grade                            Nominated by Marie Fox 
 
Mary Buhler takes responsibility for herself and her actions. She is always prepared for class with well written 
assignments and a positive attitude.  It is apparent that Mary has set high goals for herself and values her    
education. Mary is also a great role model. She shows respect and kindness to classmates and staff, and is 
quick to help out. You can always count on Mary to follow through with her best effort. 
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Among the many activities taking place this Spring, volunteers from the Northwest Civil War Council will be back 
again in May to provide our 8th grade students a unique opportunity to learn and experience different facets of this 
significant event in our nation's history.  Activity stations include the ever popular cavalry, infantry, medical, slavery, 
civilian life and of course the artillery (complete with cannon fire).  This has become an annual event looked forward 
to by students and reenactors alike. Stay tuned for more information. 

CIVIL WAR REENACTMENT 

6TH GRADE WILDCAT SCIENCE CAMP IS COMING 

The 6th Grade Science Camp is May 13 & 14 and 15 & 16. Please make sure 
all paperwork and money is turned in by April 15 to your child’s science 
teacher.   

NO-TARDY PARTY! 

 

PORTLAND PROWL IS COMING SOON! 

 

We have 355 a-m-a-z-i-n-g Wildcats eligible to attend the No Tardy Party. Students with no tardies for 
the 9 weeks are rewarded with a party at the end of the term. These 355 a-m-a-z-i-n-g students were not 
tardy to a single class the entire 9 weeks! Congratulations! 
 
ATTENDANCE - What can parents do?  (Excerpts from: “Report to Parents” (RP 32:1) National Association of    
Elementary School Principals): 

● Make school a priority. Every absence (excused or not), can impact a child’s academic achievement. 
● Report in. Know your school’s attendance policies. If an absence or early dismissal is unavoidable, contact your school. 
● Carefully weigh sick days. If your child is sick, talk with your health care provider to determine whether they should 

stay home from school. 
● Schedule wisely. Know your school’s calendar, and arrange doctor and dentist appointments after school, on weekends, 

or during holiday breaks. Resist the urge to schedule vacations when students will miss school. This gives students the 
impression that school is not a priority. 

● Help students complete assignments. When your child has to miss school, make arrangements with teachers to pick 
up a packet of make-up work. Ensure that your child follows through. 

Other resources: 
● “Get Schooled” https://getschooled.com/  
● “Attendance Works” http://www.attendanceworks.org/tools/  
● The Children’s Hospital of Colorado’s “How Sick is Too Sick? http://bit.ly/1860RIA 

May 30th is the day LaCreole 8th graders will be prowling Portland.  It’s a close-up look at historic downtown Portland.  This  
popular and FUN field trip offers our students a chance to explore Oregon’s largest city in a safe, educational, and exciting way.  
The criteria students need to meet in order to be eligible to join in on the “Prowl” are as follows: academic – have a C or better 
in all classes by the May 23rd deadline; behavior - avoid behavioral referrals.  Students will also need to pay $5 to help cover the 
cost of bus transportation to and from Portland. There may be a few scholarships available to help cover that cost. 
 
In teams of six, accompanied by a chaperone, students will explore downtown Portland by completing an online scavenger hunt. 
The scavenger hunt will cover sections of downtown, including Tom McCall Riverfront Park, the Cultural District, the Street Car 
Loop, and Powell’s Bookstore.  We hope our 8th graders start thinking ahead so they can earn the chance to be part of this won-
derfully fun and rewarding experience.  
 
Parents, if you are also thinking ahead to being a chaperone on this trip, now is the time to be sure your volunteer paperwork is 
in order.  Those who have not filled out volunteer paperwork should do so right away since processing may take up to six 
weeks.  Please contact the main office at LaCreole to check on your status or to fill out the necessary forms. Please don’t delay 
so you don’t miss this opportunity.  Watch for additional information about “The Prowl” in the coming weeks. 

https://getschooled.com/
http://www.attendanceworks.org/tools/

